 THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS
Pastor Mike Smith, Country Bible Church
LESSON # 1   (6-20-13)                         INTRODUCTION               
(See Visuals:  Colossians Maps & Outlines)
Paul wrote this epistle between 60 and 62 A.D. while he was in prison for the first time in Rome. There are four epistles he wrote while in prison and they are called “The Prison Epistles”: 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. 
He wound up in prison in Rome as a part of his discipline for one of the greatest failures of grace that a man of grace could ever have. He loved his own people and longed to reach out to them, however, God had instructed him to go to the Gentiles with his ministry. But he couldn’t resist going

into the temple on the advice of immature, legalistic, pastors at Jerusalem, and there, he offered a vow. They wanted him to do this so that the believers in Jerusalem would give him a hearing. Obviously he did not need a hearing on the basis of his own, legalistic action. He was disobeying the Lord, he was way out of fellowship with Him, this was human viewpoint, and the offering of a vow was totally incompatible with the Christian way of life. 
Spiritual growth demands a lot of decisions;  so it doesn’t happen with one-shot decisions or offering vows of any kind. God punished the apostle Paul as a lesson to us all by putting him in prison, two years in Caesarea and two more years in Rome. Shortly after his failure, Paul acknowledged his sin to God and God turned his cursing into blessing. The great blessings that have accrued down through the ages are in part this book of Colossians.

Paul had never met the believers in Colossae, but he wrote them because a problem developed when a group in the church there started to latch on to the false doctrine known as Gnosticism. Gnosticism is a system of Greek philosophy combined with legalistic Judaism and Oriental mysticism. Gnosticism is a Greek word for those in the know. It is taken from GNOSIS. Those who were in-the-know called themselves GNOSIS types, and in the Greek, that means a Gnostic. Snobs and those with high IQs who depend on their intelligence naturally gravitate to such thinking.
These arrogant believers considered themselves to be superior to the other believers. So there was a great controversy raging in the Colossian church between the Gnostics and the others. 
So great was the controversy that it forced Epaphras, the pastor of the church in Colossae, to go to Rome to seek counsel from the apostle Paul. In this epistle, Paul also dealt with legalism, religious reversionism, and asceticism for spirituality. 

Gnosticism was both an experiential and philosophical attack on Bible doctrine. As a form of Greek mysticism, it declared revelation apart from the canon of scripture. Therefore Gnosticism was an attack on the Bible. It also had a system of sacraments that had sacred names, formulas and symbols used to bring a good destiny after death. The Roman Catholic church copied many of the Gnostics’ rituals from Gnosticism. So Romanism in its ritualistic function is a perfect illustration of how Gnosticism has been perpetuated from the first century right down to the present. 

Consequently, the Colossian heresy denied the sufficiency of Christ, choosing to stress the importance of circumcision, dietary regulations, ritual observances, the worship of angels, and the preoccupation with mystical experiences. Any attempts to fit Christ into such a system would undermine His Person and redemptive work.
Colossae was a minor city, about one hundred miles east of Ephesus in the region of the seven Asian churches of Rev 1-3. It was located in the fertile Lycus Valley in Turkey on the road from Ephesus to the east. Colossae had previously been a populous center of commerce, but by the time of Paul. it had been eclipsed in importance by the neighboring cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis. Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1996). Nelson’s complete book of Bible maps & charts: Old and New Testaments
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Colossae was a city of Phrygia on the Lycus River, a tributary of the Maeander River. It was about 12 miles above Laodicea near the great road from Ephesus to the Euphrates, and consequently, was of some mercantile importance. It eventually fell into decay, and occupying a site near its ruins today lies the modern town of Chonas or Chonum. 
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1:3-8
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II.
The Preeminence of Christ,  1:15–2:3
A.
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Christ Is Preeminent in Redemption
1:19-23
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PART TWO: The Submission to Christ in the Church, 3:1–4:18
I.
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II.
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Verses 1-2      
The salutation
Verses 3-8      
Thanksgiving for the Colossian’s faith
Verses 9-12    
Prayer for their spiritual growth in God’s plan 

Verses 13-20  
The uniqueness of Jesus Christ
Verses 21-23 
Challenge to the Colossians
Verses 24-29  
Christ’s commission to Paul
Colossians 1:1   Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother…
“Saul” was his Hebrew name and “Paul” was his roman name. He was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin and also a Roman citizen. PAULOS is Greek for “little.” It is a perfect name for a man who was a genius and who through grace orientation came to realize the value of grace as over against his own very high IQ. Saul the genius became Paul the object of grace, 1 Corinthians 15:10, “By the grace of God, I am what I am.”
                                                              APOSTLESHIP
1.   Apostleship is a spiritual gift sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit on a few men at the point of salvation, designed to help kick off the Church Age. Exceptions are the original apostles who were already saved. They received their spiritual gift on the day of Pentecost, the day the Church began. A spiritual gift is a matter of grace, not a matter of earning it or deserving it; therefore it is in contrast to a talent. 
2.   The gift of apostleship was designed to carry the Church until the canon of scripture could be completed. Therefore, this gift carried both absolute authority in administration plus absolute authority in both verbal and written communication. 

LESSON # 2   (6-25-13)
3.   Apostles were not appointed until after the resurrection of Christ, Eph 4:8, 11. This helps us to understand that the apostles to Israel in Matt 10 are not the apostles to the Church. The apostles in Matt 10 were sent to Israel in the Jewish Age and are not the same as the apostles to the Church. 

4.   Therefore the apostles to the Church must be distinguished from the apostles to Israel of Matt  10:2ff. 

5.   This spiritual gift exercised authority over all the local churches until the completion of the canon of scripture. Then apostleship was removed. In other words, this is the only spiritual gift of leadership that ever had authority over all the churches. Today all local churches are autonomous with authority vested in the Word of God and the local pastor-teacher. 

6.   Apostles had to be eyewitnesses to the resurrection which qualified the eleven who survived. Paul was qualified by seeing the resurrected Christ on the Damascus road, Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8,9.

7.  The authority of apostleship is established by certain temporary spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit such as miracles, healing, or tongues, Acts 5:15; 16:16-18; 28:8,9. Once the apostles’ authority was established, however, these spiritual gifts such as miracles and healing were removed. 

8.  The roster of apostles is specifically mentioned:  the eleven disciples minus Judas Iscariot. Matthias was elected without God having chosen him in the first chapter of Acts, so he is not an apostle. No one has ever been given the office of apostle, the gift of apostleship, or the Holy Spirit’s gift of pastor-teacher through an election. No one can elect a spiritual gift to some-one else. Paul was the one God chose to replace Judas Iscariot, 1 Tim 1:12-16; 1 Cor 15:7-10. 

9.   Were there any other apostles beside the twelve, the original eleven plus Paul? The answer is yes, but not many. There were others who had delegated authority or who were sent on apostolic missions, or who exercised apostolic authority. 













      COL. 1, pg. 4 We must recognize that apostolic authority was delegated to Barnabas, Acts 14;14; Gal 2:9; and to James, the Lord’s half-brother, Gal 1:19; 1 Cor 15:7; to Apollos, 1 Cor 4:6,9; and Sylvanus and Timothy, 1 Thess 1:1; 2:6. 

… and Timothy our brother,
TIMOTHY
We know that Timothy’s mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois, were strong Jewish believers, 2 Tim. 1:15, who taught him Bible doctrine from childhood, 2 Tim. 3:15. His father was a Greek, but we don’t know if he was a believer, Acts 16:1. Timothy was converted by Paul, probably on his second trip to Lystra, 1 Cor. 4:17, 1 Tim. 1:2. Paul wanted to take Timothy with him on his missionary journeys and decided to circumcise him first, Acts 16:3, after having so recently withstood the insistence of the Judaizers that Titus be circumcised, Gal. 2:1-5.
Paul took Timothy with him as a companion to Phrygia, Galatia, Mysia, Troas, Philippi, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Macedonia, and Asia. He was sent by Paul to go with Silas on a mission to Thessalonica, 1 Thess. 17:15, 3:2. When Paul was a prisoner at Rome, Timothy joined him there where it appears that he also suffered imprisonment, Heb. 13:23.
Timothy was the recipient of two letters from the Apostle Paul that were included in the canon of Scripture,  I and II Timothy. Paul was very close to Timothy, even as a father is to his son.

Philippians 2:19-22    But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state.  20) For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state.  21) For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus.  22) But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.
Paul encouraged Timothy to not permit anyone to disregard his authority because he was so young and not to allow them to push him around, 1 Cor. 16:10-11, 1 Tim. 4:12. He advised him to take a little wine for his stomach’s sake, evidently because he was having trouble standing up to some in his congregation, 1 Tim. 5:23.

Timothy was called “our brother” even though he was considered to be a Gentile by many. All church age believers are brothers and sisters in Christ. Timothy is also called “our brother” in 1 Cor. 1:1, 1 Thess. 3:2..

Colossians 1:2   To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

Verse one tells who the senders of the letter were and verse two tells us who received the letter.

1. Paul is addressing two groups of believers located in Colossae. 

2. All believers are saints, set apart unto God, but not all believers are faithful. 

3. The main point is that all believers are in Christ.
4. Saints would also include believers who were involved in Gnosticism while faithful brethren would be those who stayed faithful to the Word of God.

5. Believers are not saints because of what they do, but because of who they are or who they are identified with, Jesus Christ.

6. The physical location of the recipients of the letter was Colossae.

7. Their spiritual position was in Christ but faithful brethren were believers in fellowship with God.

8. Grace to you and peace from God our Father… was Paul’s standard greeting, however it had more significance in this case because Paul was writing to deal with the Gnostics who believed that God is far removed from man and does not deal directly with him.
9. Paul was making a big point that God is very active in the lives of His children and that grace and peace come from Him.

LESSON # 3   (6-27-13)
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Colossians 1:3-8    We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4) since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  5) because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  6) which has come to you, just as in all the world; also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;  7) just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,  8)and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.

This is one sentence in the NASV consisting of 137 words in the English and 130 words in the Greek. The ESV, NIV, and NET breaks it down into two sentences. The NLT breaks it down into seven sentences.

Obviously we will have to digest this sentence one bite at a time. The first bite will be: 

Verse 3   We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  
1. The first thing we should notice is that the first thing Paul did was to give thanks to God. Would you agree that it would be a good idea for us to follow his example by giving thanks to God as the first thing we do? All prayer is to be addressed to God the Father, Matt. 6:9.

2. The Greek word for thanks is EUCHARISTEO  ( Greek present, active, indicative  that means that they didn’t give thanks occasionally but habitually. It was a habit for them. 
EU = good  +  CHARIS = grace or favor
3. A similar thought is expressed in: 
Romans 1:8   First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all…
4. Grace-oriented people have a true sense of appreciation for what others do for them. Arrogant people do not. Expressing gratitude is important and it is so easy to do by just saying two words, “thank you”.
5. Praying always for you… The next thing we notice is Paul made a habit of praying for fellow believers as well. One of the best ways to help others is to pray for them, and like Paul, we should be praying always for our fellow believers.

6. This is a good example of praying for people you don’t know, remember, Paul had never met these believers.

Verse 4  … since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;
1. The reason Paul and Timothy were giving thanks was because they had received a report about those in Colossae who had trusted in, had faith (aorist) in Jesus Christ.

2. They were also thankful for the love (present) they were showing for all the saints. Of course this was AGAPE love. It was unconditional / impersonal.

3. They had love for the faithful believers and the ones who had gotten off track as well.

4. Verse eight refers to this love and adds three important words, “in the Spirit”.
5. We do not have the ability to love others who offend us, who hurt our feelings, or who make us angry. We depend on the power of the Holy Spirit to have unconditional love towards other people.    PP Circles  PP Unconditional Love and Personal Love
LESSON #4   (7-2-13)

6. Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love God and the next greatest is to love each other.

Matthew 22:36-40   Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  
37)   And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 
        HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  
38) "This is the great and foremost commandment.  
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40) "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
7. We are told to love one another thirteen times in the N.T. 

John 13:34   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
Verses 3-4   We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; 
Verse 5 … because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel…  
Because of the hope…  ELPIS (s), pres. mid. part; Confident anticipation;  looking forward to something. This completes the trilogy of the three important aspects we should manifest in our lives: Faith, Hope, and Love, 1 Cor. 13:13.

1 Corinthians 13:8-13    Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  13) But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Faith looks upward to God; Love looks outward to others; Hope looks forward to the future. 


Faith rests on the past work of Christ; Love works in the present; Hope anticipates the future.  
Norman L.Geisler,"Colossians" vol.2, Bible Knowledge Commentary:Exposition of the Scriptures, Walvoord & Zuck
Paul commanded the Philippians to live like Royal Ambassadors.

Philippians 1:27   Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…
The Colossians were conducting themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel.
Their “faith and love” moved Paul to give thanks for “the hope which is in store for them in heaven”. But that hope would be in jeopardy if they fell into Gnosticism. 
LESSON  #5   (7-9-13)
Verse 5  … Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,
     Notice, this hope is not about just making it to heaven someday; its about what is laid up for us in heaven. It refers to the objective reality to which subjective hope aspires. Our hope has a target; it can be someone or something.
1 Timothy 1:1  . . . and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope…
Titus 2:13 … looking for the blessed hope  [what is being hoped for]  and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

Titus 2:13  … looking for the blessed hope

 [what is being hoped for]  and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus…

Paul is saying that the object of our hope is laid up for us in heaven, our escrow blessings. They were put there in eternity past:
Ephesians 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ…
Those spiritual blessings are our inheritance. 

The question is, will we inherit them or will our negative volition cause us to be disinherited at the Judgment Seat of Christ?
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Will we forfeit our wonderful spiritual blessings like other mediocre believers, or will we be sanctified experiencially through the consistent intake and application of B.D.?

The HOPE laid up for us in heaven includes:

· Being with the Lord when we die, 2 Cor. 5:8
· A new home, John 14:1-3
· An eternal inheritance that is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 1 Peter 1:4
· No more pain, no more sorrow, no more death, Revelation 21:4
· The return of our L.J.C. at the Rapture, 1 Thess. 4:13-18, Titus 2:13
· Seeing our loved ones who have passed away who were believers, 1 Thess. 4:14

· A resurrection body, Phil. 3:20-21, 1 John 3:2-3, 1 Cor. 15:51-57
· Rewards, decorations, crowns, opportunities, and privileges, 1 Cor. 3:12-14, Rev. 2:7, 17, 26-27, 3:5, 12, & 21
· Super grace blessings in time, James 4:6
· Surpassing grace blessings in eternity, 1 Cor. 2:9
If we don’t have hope for something in the future when times get rough, we tend to get discouraged, depressed, melancholy, and disheartened. We can easily fall into self-pity and become resentful or angry when we see others happy and enjoying life. We feel cheated.

We ask, “Why does this have to happen to me?” We are a slave to our circumstances and depend on the details of life for happiness. We have no divine viewpoint so we don’t see troubles and problems as an opportunity to faith-rest. We are unable to view adversity as a potential for gain, advancement, and tremendous blessings because we have no confident expectation of the wonderful blessings that lie ahead. 
We need to develop a Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny. 

Romans 8:24-25    For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?  25) But if 1st we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
Strength, courage, and blessings are linked to hope.

Psalm 31:24   Be strong and let your heart take courage, All you who hope in the LORD.
Psalm 146:5  How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, Whose hope is in the LORD his God..
Those who have a P.S.E.D. do not envy others.

Proverbs 23:17-18    Don’t envy sinners, but always continue to fear the Lord. 18 You will be rewarded for this; your hope will not be disappointed. 
Wisdom (B.D.) keeps hope alive.
Proverbs 24:14  . . . wisdom is sweet to your soul. If you find it, you will have a bright future, and your hopes will not be cut short. 

Romans 15:4  For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Only through the power of the Holy Spirit and divine viewpoint can hope abound.
Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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1 Thessalonians 4:13   But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.
LESSON  #6   (7-11-13)
This should be our prayer for mediocre believers who have no P.S.E.D.
Ephesians 1:18   I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened (per. pas. part.), so that you will know (per. act. inf.), what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

The warning is to not fix your hope on riches.

1 Timothy 6:17  Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.
Hope is linked to eternal life. What kind of eternal life, positional or experiential?

Titus 1:1-2   Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,  2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago… 

Titus 3:7  … so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
The hope that endures till the end results in inheriting escrow blessings.

Hebrews 3:6  … but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if 3rd we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
Hebrews 6:10-12  For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,  12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;    [What promise was the writer of Hebrews referring to?]
1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Hope is an integral part of faith.
Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Verse 5 … because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel…
Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Paul was reminding them of something their pastor, Epaphras, had taught them. 

He was emphasizing the fact that what they had heard was truth and it was good news. 
They had no reason to fall for the lies of Gnosticism. 
Paul commanded the Philippians to live like Royal Ambassadors.

Philippians 1:27   Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ . . .

Most of the Colossians were conducting themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel. Paul commanded the Philippians to live like Royal Ambassadors.
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The Colossian believers had been taught the doctrine of a Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny. 

The gospel does not always refer to the good news concerning salvation. Here it includes more details about phrase # 3.   (See Visual:  7 Imputations / Plan of God)
LESSON  #7   (7-16-13)
Verse 6  … which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth…
The Greek literally says:
which             has come          to        you…  
word not there       Πάρειμι            ες         σύ
DGSN             VPAP-SGN        P        RP2AP

A better translation:  “being present in you”
What was it that kept on being present in them?  The Word of truth, B.D., the good news.
Paul was thankful that the gospel was being spread over the entire world. In verse 23, he said that the gospel was being proclaimed in all creation under heaven.

It is constantly bearing fruit…  This refers to the production of Divine Good. It is the Holy Spirit that produces spiritual fruit in our lives.

Galatians 5:22-23     But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Sometimes the word “gospel” means the good news pertaining to salvation and sometimes it refers to the good news for believers after they are saved. 

“In using the word ’gospel’ in this fashion, Paul focused on the person and work of Christ. Although he had a major concern about spreading the message of the good news of the cross, the life communicated through the message captured his imagination here. The advance of the gospel is in reality the advance of the work of God in changing the lives of those who hear and believe the proclamation.”.    Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 198.
Most believers don’t know about the good news that pertains to them after they have accepted the gospel. They are ignorant of their spiritual assets, their escrow blessing package customized specifically for them, the super grace blessings, and the rewards, decorations, privileges, and opportunities they could have for all eternity.

… just as in all the world also… Paul was referring to the known world at the time he was writing which consisted of the Roman Empire.
… it is constantly bearing  [pres. mid. Part] fruit…  

This refers to unbelievers who accept the gospel and to the production of Divine Good in believers. It is the Holy Spirit that produces spiritual fruit in our lives.

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

      We cannot manifest this fruit in our lives by our own effort.  
This is one reason that our relationship with God must be right before our relationship with others can be right. 

LOVE
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If you are having trouble getting along with someone, ask yourself, “Am I treating them with unconditional love?”

JOY

If you are unhappy and there is no joy in your life, ask yourself, “Am I focusing on myself or am I focusing on others?”

PEACE

If there is no peace in your soul, ask yourself, “Am I worrying or am I faith-resting?”

PATIENCE

If you are impatient, ask yourself, “Am I depending on the Lord to accomplish what I want or on myself?”

KINDNESS

If you are being unkind, ask yourself, “Have I acknowledged my anger or resentment to God?”

GOODNESS

If you are being bad, ask yourself, “Will God let me get by with sinning? What about divine discipline?

FAITHFULNESS

If you are unfaithful, ask yourself, “Do I want to be miserable in life and be a peon in heaven?”

GENTLENESS

If you’re being gruff or uncompassionate with people, ask yourself, “Am I disobeying the command to put on a heart of compassion, kindness, and gentleness?” Col.3:12
SELF-CONTROL

If you often lose your temper or have become addicted to something, ask yourself, “How can I be happy or expect rewards in heaven if I have become enslaved to something?”
… and increasing  [pres. pas. part];  when a believer is consistently bearing fruit through the power of the Holy Spirit, God brings increase.
Verse 6  [B.D.] … being present in you, just as in all the world also, it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;

From the time that the Colossians heard the gospel, they continued to take in doctrine and were growing spiritually as a result. The whole basis for service, for living, for being on this earth after salvation, is to learn and apply Bible doctrine so God can be glorified by all the super grace blessings He can bestow on us.
LESSON  #8   (7-18-13)
… since the day you heard of it and understood…  One must not only hear the truth, but he must understand it as well. The Greek word for “understood” is EPIGINOSKO  (v.aai; this word is a cognate of EPIGNOSIS which is a noun meaning full knowledge. The verb form means to fully understand. It includes the act of believing the information heard and storing it into long -term memory. 
RECEPTION 
Hearing is the first step, 

RETENTION
Understanding is the second step, 
RECALL     
Application is the final step. 

Negative volition can shoot a believer down during any of these three steps. 

BELIEVERS CAN FAIL TO PRODUCE FRUIT
&  BE UNFAITHFUL SERVANTS IF THEY NEGLECT ANY OF THEM: 
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                         3 DOCTRINAL STAGES 
STAGE 1   
HEARING         
PERCEPTION
  RECEPTION  
Most people fail at this stage because they are putting other things first, they’re not interested in hearing doctrine taught, they’re too arrogant & unteachable, or all three. 
STAGE 2     
BELIEVING      METABOLIZATION
RETENTION       
Operation Z:  Positive volition towards truth puts the information that is learned into long-term memory. 
STAGE 3   
APPLYING            UTILIZATION 
   RECALL               
The main reason people fail at this stage is because of worry or fear.  Also, they fail to consistently feed their soul with doctrine so it’s not circulating in their streams of consciousness and they soon forget what they learned.                            (See Visual:  Operation Z)

LESSON  #9   (7-23-13)
… Since the day you heard of it and understood…  
…grace of God in truth… Everything begins with understanding the grace of God and becoming grace-oriented. No believer goes anywhere in his Christian life until he understands that our point of contact is the grace of God.  
It is interesting to note how many people understood grace when they accepted the gospel but then they became legalistic afterwards and trying to live their Christian lives in the energy of the flesh, Gal. 3:1-5.
“Near King’s Cross station in London, England, there is a cemetery containing a unique grave, that of the agnostic Lady Ann Grimston. She is buried in a marble tomb, marked 
by a marble slab. Before she died, she said sarcastically to a friend, “I shall live again as surely as a tree will grow from my body.”

An unbeliever, Lady Ann Grimston did not believe that there was life after death. However, a tree did grow from her grave! A tiny seed took root, and as it grew, it cracked the marble and even tore the metal railing out of the ground! There is life and power in a seed, and there is life and power in the Word of God.” 
Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), Col 1:6.
Verse 7  … just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,

Epaphras means “lovely”. Paul mentioned him as “his dear fellow-servant” Col. 1:7, 4:12 and    

“faithful minister of Christ”. He was a convert of Paul who was evidently with him at Rome when he wrote to the Colossians, so Paul called him his “fellow-prisoner” in the Epistle to Philemon 1:23. He was a distinguished disciple and probably founded the Colossian church. 

There was no attitude of competition in Paul towards a fellow communicator of the Word of God. Pastors and evangelists are on the same team and should never have an attitude of competition.

Others were unfaithful to the truth. Tychicus was another "faithful minister" and "fellow servant" of Paul, Col. 4:7. God entrusted Epaphras with the gospel; he was faithful in discharging it. He was true to the message and to getting the message out. He was a true blue servant of God.  
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Many believers start out being on fire for Jesus but they burn out rather quickly. It is faithfulness in the believer that God values.

All believers are in Christ but not all believers are servants of Christ. Servants of Christ serve others. Is there someone in your life into whom you are pouring your life? Are you multiplying yourself in someone else? 

LESSON  #10   (7-25-13)
Verse 8 … and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit. 

Epaphras communicated to Paul the love the Colossians had for him and his companions. It is so important to let people know that you love them. Everyone wants to be loved and everyone likes to be told they are loved.

The love referenced is “agape” love, unconditional love, the kind that the Holy Spirit produces through us. It is the kind of love that is strong and lasting. The last verse in the epistle to Titus mentions this kind of love that can develop when agape love is present.

Titus 3:15   All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.

2 John 1:1   The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know  [perfect tense]  the truth…
There is a special love between believers who love the Lord. It is a strong bond that can be found in no other relationship.

2 John 1:1   The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know  (per. Tense)  the truth…
The Holy Spirit can enable us to love those we would not otherwise love. Remember verse 4 when Paul expressed his gratitude for the Colossian who loved ALL the saints? In spite of differences and weakness, they loved each other. Verse 4 connects our faith in Christ and our love for each other…  “since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;”

“Love is a corollary truth to faith (v. 4a). True faith produces love. It is easy to love the saints in heaven. They do not sin. The difficult part of loving saints on earth is that they sin. We must love them, sin capacity and all. We do not have the spiritual skill to dissect the old capacity from new one. We must love the entire person and take them for what they are. This is the earmark, trade mark and hall mark that we belong to Jesus (Jn 13:34,35)”  Gracenotes
John 13:34-35   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35) "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Love is the outworking of faith:
Galatians 5:6   For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything but faith working through love.

“Love is not self-centered; it purges us of our selfishness and gives us the right perspective in our relationships with others.  We will do well to search our hearts to see if we love God's people. The outstanding, tangible, visible, external evidence that we have faith in Christ is that we love all the saints on earth that we know. The believers in James 2 had no external evidence of faith in Christ because that faith was dead. That means the ornery ones and the nice ones too. Some of us are right ornery. 
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“We can blame our parents or whoever we please, but some of us are just hard to please. We are hard to get along with. We are not as polite as we should be. We are not as thoughtful as we should be. Some non-Christians have better manners [and thoughtfulness] than we do.”  Gracenotes 
The Holy Spirit can enable us to love those we would not otherwise love. Are you facing a difficult person in your life? Do you depend upon the Holy Spirit to enable you to love that person? 

The trinity is revealed in verses 6-8: "God" (v.6), "Christ" (v7), "Spirit" (v8).  
DOCTRINES EMPHASIZED IN  Verses 3-8:
Impersonal/Unconditional Love



Seven Imputations of the Plan of God

Hope: List of what we hope for



Three Doctrinal Stages

Escrow Blessings





Edification Complex of the Soul

Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny


Operation Z

Fruit of the Spirit

Colossians 1:9-12   For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10) so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  11) strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12) giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.

This sentence is somewhat shorter than the last one; it has only 120 words. This verse begins the body of the epistle. Paul begins with a prayer for the Colossians that touches all the bases of their need. This is one of the greatest prayers of the Bible.   
Verse 9   For this reason also…

The reason Paul and his companions prayed for the Colossians was stated in verses 3-8. 

Since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you…  Paul started praying for the Colossians the moment he heard of their faithfulness and he never quit. This doesn’t mean that all Paul ever did was pray for them. It means that he prayed for them on a regular basis. We are commanded to pray regularly.  1 Thessalonians 5:17  … pray without ceasing;
Prayer is the place where we fight spiritual battles. Prayer doesn’t have to be eloquent, but it does need to be earnest. It doesn’t have to be stirring; it has to be honest. It doesn’t have to be done with emotion, but it does have to be done with faith. 

and to ask  AITEO part. pres. mid.; to ask with the expectation of getting an answer. Most believers do not receive what they want from God because they don’t ask Him for it.

James 4:2-3   You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3)  You ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
That you may be filled… PLEROO v. aor. pas. sub; to fill up a void.
The passive voice means that we can’t take credit for the doctrine we learn, apart from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit and Operation Z, we would remain spiritually ignorant.
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The subjunctive mood means that acquiring the knowledge of God’s will is only a potential. Every believer can acquire spiritual knowledge, but not every believer will do it. It all depends on their volition. Spiritual limitations are not placed on us by God, we place them on ourselves. If we are not filled with spiritual knowledge, it’s our own fault. It is never God’s fault !

Apart from thinking about the details of your daily routine, how often do you think about God’s Word? Have you applied doctrine to any situation today? How many times have you prayed today? Apart from giving thanks before a meal, how many times have you thanked God today? Have you utilized your PSED today? Have you asked Him for help today?

Colossians 3:1b-2  . . . keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2) Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

Every person is filled with or occupied with something. Every waking hour, their mind is focused on something. The verses above give two commands: 
1) Keep seeking the things above 
2) Set your mind on things above. 
Obeying those commands is how we fill up the void in our souls.

Most of us are not satisfied with being half-filled when it comes to food. However, most believers are satisfied with a starvation diet when it comes to spiritual food. If most believers’ appetites for food matched their appetites for doctrine, they would have to buy new clothes because their old ones would no longer fit, they would be too big.

